Evei‘y Sttﬁdesﬁt Every Day

A National Initiative to Address and Eliminate Chironic Absenteeism

Why Chronic Absenteeism Matters. for Seheol Blstrxct Supermtendents and
School Personnel

The research on chronic absenteeisnrissclears Chronic-absenteeism is:a primary cause of -~ -
low academic achievement and a powerful predlctor of those students who may eventually
drop out of school. An ésfimated five'to'seven and a half mllhon students are chromcally
absent each year. But too often, soleré '

_high numbers of students:-who may be chronically absent and in danger df falhng behmd

~ Much of the-work you do to improve public education and student outcomes each year can
‘be seriously undermined by chromcabsenteexsmamengyeutstudents -which makes it
- imperative thatwewerk urgently to-ensure that every student is supported 50 that they can—— - _":,. et

- be mschool everyday. oo e e S '

As superintendents, administrators, classroom educators, and school-based personnel you
are in a unique position to identify strugghng students and then mobilize systems of
support for students who are, or are at risk of becoming, chrorﬁ"ézﬂiy absent from school. In
“addition, you can rev1ew and revise. dlsmplmepohmes to ensure that chronically absent . .
students are supported and reengaged in school, rather than further excluded from class
through punitive disciplinary pelicies-By providing engaging and relevant instruction,
opportunifies for enrichment and extra support, and safe, supportive learning
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environments, you canhel e ‘_nsm'e'ndﬁ)nly all students dally attendance, but also regular
engagement and communication with Iammes tnat can bulld trustmg relatlonshxps that can
help ensure students are in school every day :

students who are mlssmg too many days of school Every member nf a school’s staff should
be encouraged to play an active role in engaging students and ensuring that they are | ’
supported to attend and succeed in school every day The actlon steps below are crafted for

jserv1ces that address he 1 nderlymg causes o nchromc absenteelsm to ensure
 students’ dady attendance inschool. - S

Moblllze efforts at the district and school levels to partner mth thn‘d-party
providers and agencies—in a manner consistent with applicable State law and
_the Family Educational nghts and Privacy Act (F ERPA)———that can pmwde
addmonal support semces to studentsy who are chromcally absent and to theu"




istudents e

Engage thlrd-party promders and- agenmes——m a manner con51stent w1thg i

applicable State law and the Family Educational nghts and Privacy Act:
- (FERPA)—that can provide additional support services to students who are
i chromca]ly absent and to thelr famlhes (for more mformatlon, please see




